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stand that over forty citizens have been arrested who had no hand
whatsoever in the investment of the theatre. Nevertheless I con-
gratulate those who are arrested. The arrest, I regard as a com-
pliment paid to us. It shows that the Government expect us
to keep the peace even by those who are unconnected with the
movement. I hope that as true non-co-operators they will go to
prison. I hope, too, that in spite of what the Government may
do non-violence will be strictly observed and finally I hope that
the wives and other relations of those who have been arrested will
keep firm and allow the latter to go to jail without offering any
defence whatsoever,

The Hindu, 26-9-1921

67.  SPEECH IN REPLY TO MUNICIPAL ADDRESS,
SRIRANGAM
September 20, 1921
The Mahatma in the course of his short reply said that the money real-
ized from the sale of the, silver plate presented to him would go to the Tilak
Swaraj Fund, for he had absolutely no boxes to keep such gifts. He drew the
attention of the Municipality and in fact of every municipality which deserved
its existence to three things; if they wished to take part in the great move-
ment of national regeneration, they should see that no citizen of Srirangain
should be without khaddar and no citizen had foreign cloth in his house.
Secondly, they should see the drink evil was entirely obliterated in their midst.
Thirdly, there should be no blot of untouchability; there was no sanction in
the Hindu religion for this blot which was eating into the very vitals of India
and he was sure when they got out of this curse, they were entitled to swaraj.
When 22 crores of Hindus were steeped in this Satanic superstition, it was im-
possible for Mussulmans to make progress independent of Hindus. He there-
fores urged upon the people of Srirangam who had such magnificent temples
which should constantly remind them of their duty to banish the idea of
untouchability.
The Hindu, 22-9-1921